
 

   

Let’s Go! 
ACTS 8:1-8 
10/25/2020 
       

ABIDE 
• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Acts 8:1-8.  

• Read through the Teaching Plan, review the questions, read the Commentary, and 
familiarize yourself with the Learner Guide. Record your insights for personal 
reflection and application and use to interact with your group during the 
discussions. 

• Familiarize yourself with the three key actors who are connected to our passage. 
What roles did they play in spreading the gospel? How does knowing their 
respective backgrounds enrich your understanding of this week’s passage? 

o Stephen Acts 6:3, 5-6, 8-15; 7:1-60 
o Saul Acts 7:58; 8:1, 3; 9:1-22 
o Phillip Acts 6:3, 5-6; 8:25-40 

LEAD 
• Focus on the connection between persecution and the spread of the gospel. 

• Emphasize the role of the Holy Spirit in the lives of Stephen, Phillip, and the 
Samaritans who responded to the gospel.  

• Challenge your group to choose an action from the last question in the “Prepare” 
section of the Learner Guide. 

SHEPHERD 
• Connect with a group member who attendance is sporadic. Be prayerful as you 

listen and wise as you speak. 

• Disciple a member of your group or another believer in your family or social circle.      

• Pray for God to bless the believers in our church with the transformation we need in 
order to love Him, love others, and live the mission this week.
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Let’s Go! 
ACTS 8:1-8 
10/25/2020 

MAIN POINT 
It is the job of every believer to faithfully do the work of the Great Commission and sow 
seeds wherever God allows. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the 
small group guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

What do we learn about God from His desire to be known and to use us to 
make His name known? 

How does the mission of God call us out of our comfort zones? 

Before Jesus ascended into heaven, He told His disciples to be witnesses in Jerusalem, 
Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). The first two areas were easy 
and comfortable for them. The mostly Jewish Christians felt comfortable in these 
Jewish areas, but the mission of God also included people who weren’t like them. One 
of the unexpected benefits of the persecution the church faced in Jerusalem was that it 
forced the church to leave and go to other areas, thus helping them pursue the task 
Jesus left for them. Historically, Jewish people wanted nothing to do with Samaritans 
and avoided them at all costs. After persecution came, they were forced into Samaria, 
but as the disciples went, the gospel went with them and took root in Samaria. 
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UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic. 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 8:1-4 

What happened to the church in the event of Stephen’s execution? What 
effect do you think this had on the early believers? Where did they go to 
escape the persecution?  

Read Acts 1:8. What is the connection between Jesus’ command and the 
events of Acts 8:1-4? 

According to verse 4, what effect did the persecution and scattering of the 
early church have on the believers’ faith? What can we learn from their 
example? 

Events surrounding Stephen’s testimony and murder led to severe persecution of the 
church in Jerusalem. The disciples were likely scared and feared for their lives, but God 
used their distress for the cause of the gospel. All believers except the apostles were 
scattered to nearby regions. Stephen’s death became a catalyst for the spread of the 
gospel to places it had never gone before. 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 8:5-8 

Why were the Samaritans attentive to Philip? What actions did he perform? 
How did these acts validate his ministry? 

Read verse 8. What was the result of Philip’s faithfulness? How could the 
Lord use you, if you went outside your comfort zone to share the gospel? 

Popular opinion held that Samaritans were second-class citizens, a mixed race of Jews 
and foreigners who inhabited the land after the Assyrian conquest (2 Kings 17:24), and 
who were unclean and unfit for worship in the temple. Their “uncleanness” was 
thought to be passed through physical contact, so most Jews avoided them entirely. 
Philip’s faithfulness resulted in gospel fruit and indicated that old biases had no place 
in Christianity, which is something Jesus Himself modeled. Philip’s performing these 
acts gave evidence that early believers were continuing their Lord’s ministry and 
validated believers’ work as Christ’s work. 
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APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to 
their lives. 

Is there an area that you would say is your “Samaria”? Where might the Lord 
be calling you that you can’t see because you would rather avoid it? 

While this passage from Acts primarily focuses on the work of Philip in 
Samaria, there were many other people ministering in Samaria whose names 
we will never know. How does our community of faith help us minister in 
difficult places? 

God used persecution to grow the church. When have you seen God divinely 
use the circumstances in your life to bring glory to Himself? What might be 
an obstacle to recognizing God working in this way? How could your story 
be an encouragement to others? 

PRAYER 
Praise God that He is able to use even distressing circumstances to grow His church 
and extend His glory throughout the world. Pray that God would use you as an 
ordinary Christian to do extraordinary work for His kingdom. 

COMMENTARY 
ACTS 8:1-8 

8:1. Events surrounding Stephen’s testimony and murder led to severe persecution of 
the church in Jerusalem. All believers except the apostles were scattered to nearby 
regions. Hence the persecution helped spread the gospel to surrounding areas such as 
Judea and Samaria. The facts that the apostles were not the focus of the persecution 
and that it came about after Stephen’s death suggest that the persecution focused 
primarily on Hellenistic Jewish Christians, although the entire church was affected. 

8:3. Paul, or Saul, seems to have become lead persecutor. His reputation as a 
destructive force in Jerusalem (ravaging the church), and possibly elsewhere, seems to 
have preceded him to Damascus (9:13). 

8:5. Among those who scattered with the heightened persecution was Philip, who went 
to a city in Samaria. This territory near Judea was made up of those who had not left 
under the Assyrian exile and had intermarried with non-Jews. Jews generally looked 
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down on Samaria; ministry here was a significant step for the church, for it indicated 
that old biases had no place in Christianity. 

8:6-7. The signs that accompanied Philip’s message about Jesus, including the casting 
out of unclean spirits and the healing of many who were paralyzed and lame, ensured 
that the audience paid attention with one mind. God was vouching for Philip’s 
preaching. 

 


